
Week Six: 1 Peter 4:7-11

“Me & You” continues this week with an exploration of 1 Peter 4:7-11. Here, Peter not 
only gives us solid advice concerning how we treat other humans, but he helps us 
highlight an important point about reading and applying Scripture. Even though the Bi-
ble contains rules it is not a rule book. The Christian life cannot be reduced to finding 
the right book, chapter, and verse to tell me what to do in a given scenario. Especially 
in the New Testament, much of the teaching is situational and will simply not cover 
every scenario we face in our world. At some point, we will need to think. With this in 
mind, the New Testament is sometimes more interested in teaching us how to think 
Christianly than it is in simply telling us what to do.  

In this week’s text, Peter provides us with two major factors that influence his think-
ing. First, how Scripture describes “the end” is huge in the apostles thinking (vs. 7). In 
Christ, God has already began fixing his good creation and this project will end with 
“a new heaven and a new earth where righteousness is at home” (2 Peter 3:13). For 
Peter, the Christian life is proleptic - we are so confident in God’s future that we live as 
if it is already true. Second, Peter’s basic assumption is that we receive everything we 
have - including our abilities and opportunities - as gifts from God (vs. 10-11).

Because these things are true, Peter draws us back into Jesus’ ethic of “sincere love.” 
Showing hospitality for one another, he asks us to use our abilities to God’s glory by 
serving one another with what God has given us. When we speak to someone else, 
speak as though we are speaking God’s words. When we act, act from the strength 
that God has given us with the abilities he has blessed us with for the benefit of oth-
ers. 

Two Minute Re-Cap

Getting Started
As you get started, take a few minutes to pray with and for each other. Prayer is an important 
part of the spiritual formation process. As we’re focusing on receiving what we have as gifts 
from God, we’re going to focus our prayer time today on gratitude. 

Divide into groups and have each member of your group (children included) list five things 
they are thankful for. You can either have each member offer a prayer of thanks in turn or se-
lect someone to write down each gift mentioned in your group and offer praise for it at once. 
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As a group, what are the gifts our church has been given? How might we use those gifts to 
minister to the community around us in order to bring God glory? As you brainstorm, think 
about how your ideas might be shaped by what God is doing through Christ in the kingdom.

A high school student comes to you and asks your advice about deciding on a direction for 
college and career choices. How might 1 Peter 4:7-11 figure into your advice?

A woman in her early 40’s - who is set in her career and has a husband and children - comes 
to you and asks how she might be more obedient to 1 Peter 4:7-11. What advice might you 
give her?

We thank Thee, Lord God and Father, Creator of heaven and earth, for all Thy good gifts which 
we, O Father of lights, have received of Thee, and receive daily out of Thy liberal hand through 
Jesus Christ, Thy dearly beloved Son, our Lord, Thou who hast clothed our bodies with the 
needed covering and hast satisfied them with the natural bread. We pray Thee humbly, as 
our dearly beloved Father, to look upon us, Thy children, persecuted for the sake of They holy 
Gospel, and earnestly desirous, in our weakness, to live devoutly in this world. 

Amen

Try this exercise out each day this week. Wherever you are right now, look around and become 
aware of your surroundings. Be open to nature, other people, and your own self.

• What do you see? Make a list. What you observe can lead you to a prayer of wonder.
• Who do you see? If you are alone, make a list of five people whom you have seen today. 

What do you know about them that you are grateful for? Write their name and what you 
are grateful for. When you see them later today or during the week, tell them what you’re 
grateful for.

• Yourself. What are you grateful for about you? Where have you seen God at work for 
which you can say Thank you God? Write these things below and give him thanks.

• For what are you grateful for today?

What are your gifts? Maybe it is an ability or an opportunity or a relationship you’ve been 
blessed with. What have you been given? How can you use those gifts to minister to others in 
ways that aren’t explicitly religious or “churchy” but are still Christ-like? What might it look like 
at home? In your neighborhood? At work? At school?
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Prayer for the Week by Menno Simmons (1496-1561)

Practice for the Week: Gratitude (Source: http://ow.ly/KAR1304QzDs)

Take a look at the two videos from Purple Door Coffee. Both co-founders of this business 
graduated from Christian univsersities associated with the Churches of Christ and cite their 
faith as a driving foce behind their business. In what ways do you see Madison and Mark us-
ing their abilities to serve others for God’s glory? How do you see their work connecting with 
the world God is making via his work in the kingdom of heaven?

Discussion for the Week
1.


