
Immigration 03 - Abraham

Review 

Our Goals:

1. To intentionally view these (and any) issues primarily through the lens of Scripture and 
Christ-likeness.

2. As such, to reason about these (or any) issues from our primary identity as the church.
3. In doing this, we hope to sincerely answer the question, “How might we (the church) best 

love our immigrant and refugee neighbors as Jesus calls us to?”

Last Week:

Last week we discussed the three basic movements of the Scriptural narrative. These form the 
heart of the lens through which we’ve been called to look at the issues of our day through. They 
are:

1. Creation - In the beginning, God did not create nations, but humankind. They were 
tasked with “filling the earth.” There were no “us” vs. “them” divisions in God’s initial 
hopes for his creation. 

2. Fall - Sin ushered in a reality characterized by death, anxiety, and scarcity. As we can 
see in the Babel narrative, these elements work to divide humankind, introducing “us” vs. 
“them.”

3. Reconciliation - Through the work of Israel and Christ, God immediately sets out to 
reverse the effects of sin, which both Testaments consistently and practically describe as 
overcoming those divisions.

Summarizing, our story is one that begins with no national borders, no “us” vs. “them,” and is 
moving toward a future that is bigger than all our ideas about nation-states.

Abraham as the “Father of Our Faith” 

If we spent last week looking at the forrest, we want to start looking at the trees this week. We 
will start with Abraham. We might begin by simply saying Abraham’s story is fundamentally an 
immigrant story. But, before we get to that, we might spend a minute talking about why 
Abraham’s story is important to us:

• In both testaments, Abraham is the “father” of the people of God (cf. Romans 4:17, James 
2:21).

• Coming from the world the Bible was written in, to call someone “father” was more than a 
biological statement. One’s father was where one would also look to determine identity, 
values, etc. This is very similar to what we mean Americans refer to “The Founding Fathers” 



or “our forefathers.” Abraham served as a hero and our heroes have always been who we 
hold up as who we are.

• One brief example of Abraham’s importance in this regard can be seen in the way he is 
features in discussions of justification. Whenever the New Testament wants to talk about 
what it means to be saved by faith, it points back to the example of Abraham - “Look at Abe! 
He’s what it looks like to be us.” (cf. Romans 4, Galatians 3, James 2)

Abraham as an Immigrant 

Having established Abraham’s place in our story, we are now prepared to simply say, Abraham 
was an immigrant. We can establish this from a few basic texts:

• Genesis 12:1-4; Hebrews 11:8-9; Genesis 23

So, let’s consider a few questions, which we will do most weeks:

1. Why did Abraham leave his home?
2. What do you think it would have been like for Abraham to undergo this immigrant’s 

journey?

Developing Themes to Watch For 

Abraham’s is only the first immigrant and refugee story we will find in Scripture. There are a few 
themes we want to turn you on to that will develop over the next several weeks:

1. First, it’s worth noting that Abraham’s status as an immigrant is not accidental or an 
incidental detail. God could have established Ur of the Chaldeans as the Promised Land. 
Yet, he calls Abraham into the life of an immigrant. Over the course of our study, we will 
discover a developing theme. As followers of God, our story is fundamentally a story of 
immigration - like Abraham, God had called us to be “aliens” and “strangers” (cf. 1 Peter 
2:9-11). This changes the way we see the world and interact with it. As we will see, it 
also calls us to view immigrants and refugees through the lens of our own alien status. 
More on this to come …

2. Second, we need to remember the Bible is not primarily a story about us but about God. 
It is his self-revelation - a story about who he is and what he is like. As he calls Abraham 
into the life of an immigrant, we find the beginning of a repetitive theme revealing God’s 
heart towards immigrants and refugees. More on this to come as well ….


