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What Lens Do We Use? 

There are a variety of lenses through which one can view issues surrounding immigration 
(documented or otherwise) and refugee movements. The lens (or lenses) we choose become 
the starting point for our thinking on the subject.

Some common lenses:

• US Citizens - How do immigrants and refugees impact our “way of life” or our “national 
identity”?

• Tax Payer - Who is going to pay for all the services immigrants and refugees use? Who is 
going to pay for the cost of detaining and deporting undocumented immigrants and 
refugees?

• Home Owner - Our neighbors from South of the Border do a great job mowing my lawn and 
cleaning my house for low wages. 

• Consumer - Immigrants and Refugees do other types of hard work for very low wages. This 
makes getting the things I want to consume cheaper than it was before. Plus, there are 
more people to buy the stuff I make a living off of. (Or, immigrants and refugees are a drain 
on the economy because they send so much of their income back home.) 

• Security - It’s a dangerous world and we’re letting dangerous people in!
• Political - Oh look! Potential voters!   

It is possible to think the issues through from each of these starting places, or from a 
combination of several. A moment’s reflection would reveal, many times this is precisely how 
many of us approach the issue. 

Our main contention today, however, is that God calls us to view our immigrant and 
refugee neighbors through a fundamentally different lens. We call ourselves the 8th & 
Harrison CHURCH OF CHRIST - which we claim means we are a church that belongs to 
Christ. That has to be our starting place.

For most of this quarter, we’re going to look at trees. Today, however, we want to look at the 
forest.

The Lens of Scripture 

Sometimes we think of the Bible as a book about us. We even call it Basic Instructions Before 
Leaving Earth. When you step back and reflect on it, that’s not really all that good of a 
description, mainly because the Bible is 1) about God, and 2) mainly a narrative rather than a 
set of instructions. The Bible reveals what God is doing and offers an invitation for us to join him. 
Since we are seeking to honor our commitments to Jesus, here’s a good definition of church: 
the people who see where God is going (and what he is doing) and follow him. 



So, what is God up to?

Creation

In the beginning God didn’t make nations. He made humanity, and tasked us as a whole to bear 
his image. In Genesis 1 & 2, the idea is God placed humankind in Eden, which represented 
God’s will.  Within Eden, he tasked them with “tilling and keeping” - an idea that would include 
extending the borders of the garden into the broader world - filling the earth with God’s 
goodness and glory as they went. As humankind fulfilled this command, they would also fulfill 
the command to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (1:28).

This filling the earth would have produced cultural differences - different regions have different 
foods available, for instance - yet there was still an underlying oneness and unity to humankind 
in creation. 

So, in the beginning, when everything went according to plan, humankind was one.

The Fall

In Genesis 3, sin enters into the picture and changes everything. With sin, death is ushered into 
our reality, bringing scarcity, fear, anxiety, and accusation with it. These elements fundamentally 
divide humankind and set us against one another - us vs. them.

In the Genesis narrative, the climax of this movement away from Eden (and God’s will) is Babel 
(Genesis 11). What happened in the wake of Babel was the unavoidable consequence of sin. It 
was not that the people were scattered over the face of the earth. This is what God wanted the 
whole time. Nor is it that there were now differences between groups of people. That also 
would’ve happened if they had done what God had asked. The differences were now divisive, 
however, and from this point forward in the biblical narrative (and our experience) those 
divisions only deepen - and play a major role in the affairs of humankind.

Reconciliation

From the very inception of sin, death, accusation, scarcity and anxiety, however, God 
announces his intention to restore and reconcile what humankind broke. This is the heart of the 
biblical narrative (and the gospels particularly) - through Jesus, God is restoring the world to 
what he always intended for it to be. 

As the Old Testament looks forward to God’s coming kingdom (“… your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven … “) we begin to see how this will impact the divisions seen in episodes like 
Babel. 

• Genesis 12 - Just after the alienation and separation of Babel, God calls Abraham, 
promising to bless all nations through the nation he will build from his family. The very idea 
of one nation working for the blessing of other nations is a striking reversal of Babel.

• Exodus 19 - God redeems the nation of Hebrews from Egypt (more on this in two weeks). In 
this text, he brings them to the mountain and calls them to be a “royal priesthood” and a 
“holy nation.” When understood in their context, these terms amount to God calling Israel to 



stand before the world as a sign post to something more than the life humankind had made 
for itself. Again, Israel existed for the benefit of the nations.

• Isaiah 2 - The nations will “learn war no more” and stream together to Zion to learn the ways 
of God. 

• Isaiah 19:23-24 - In a striking passage, Isaiah looks toward a time when Assyria, Egypt, and 
Israel will come together and worship the LORD. At the time of Isaiah’s writings these are 
nations that would not hang out. 

• Daniel 2 - Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream about the statue. Here, God’s 
kingdom will completely eclipse the “normal” way of thinking about nations. 

When we come to the New Testament, Jesus and the early church takes up the vision of the OT 
and refines it in some important ways, emphasizing the hints we’ve noticed already:

• Luke 4 - When Jesus reads from Isaiah 61, he does two interesting things. First, he stops 
just short of finishing the line we find in Isaiah 61:2. He ends with the declaration of the 
“favorable year of the LORD,” leaving off “the day of the LORD’s vengeance,” which his 
hearers would have interpreted as the destruction of the Gentiles. Second, he goes on to 
interpret this text in light of two OT passages in which God’s favor came on Gentiles rather 
than Jews. 

• Luke 10 - Jesus uses the hated Samaritan as the hero in his story explaining who our 
neighbors are. We will come back to this one at a later date. 

• Galatians 3 & Ephesians 2 - For Paul, the result of what Jesus did on the cross was the 
death of nationhood as we know it (at least, for those in the kingdom of God). There is no 
more Jew and no more Greek. These distinctions are too small for what God is doing. 

• 1 Peter 2:9-10 - In the same breath, Peter says we have been called out of our old 
nationalities into a new nation, and that this nation now exists to be “royal priests” and a 
“holy nation.” Again, we find the people of God now existing for the benefit of all nations, not 
just the one we come from. 

• Revelation 21-22 - in the final vision of Scripture, John takes up the imagery of “new 
heavens and new earth” (from Isaiah and the other prophets) to describe a time when God 
has fully restored creation. In this vision, the nations are not gone - just as God never 
intended for unity to mean conformity - but it is clear the nations now live as one under 
God’s reign. This is the full reversal of Babel. 

THIS MOTION OF CREATION, FALL, AND RESTORATION IS THE STORY OF SCRIPTURE. 
THIS IS THE STORY WE ARE A PART OF, AND IT IS THE STORY WE LIVE OUT OF AS 
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS. BY OUR BAPTISMS, WE HAVE CLAIMED HIS KINGDOM AS OUR 
PRIMARY ALLEGIANCE.

SO WHAT DOES IT MEANT TO THINK ABOUT IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN A STORY 
THAT IS BIGGER THAN ALL OUR NATIONS?


